Ven. Nyanatiloka’s Message
In a memorable message to the publication ‘ Buddhism in Germany ’ The Ven.
Nyanatiloka Maha Thero says as follows:
“It was just 50 years ago in 1903, that I came first to this Island which, since then, I have
considered my spiritual home, and I am therefore happy to be now a citizen of Sri Lanka.
Yet, it will be understood that it was the great wish of my heart to give the country of my
origin the best I possessed, ie. the Dhamma. And to that end I have devoted the greatest
part of my 50 years in the Sangha. I did so in the firm conviction that the Dhamma will
take root in my home country, Germany, and may have a great future there. Now it has
been a very great pleasure to me to hear that Mr. Weeraratna returned from Germany
with the very same conviction, and was able to report on lively Buddhist activities there. I
believe that the chances for Buddhist mission work in Germany are now greater than ever
before. I am therefore very happy that the Lanka Dhammaduta Society has undertaken
that great task of sending a well-prepared mission to Germany and to support Buddhist
work there, in general.
I greatly appreciate the initial work done by the Society up to now, and particularly the
sacrificing labour, devotion and energy shown by the Founder and Secretary of the Lanka
Dhammaduta Society, Mr. Asoka Weeraratna. I should, indeed, regard it as a happy
culmination of my life if Vesak 1956, ie. the year 2500, will see a well – established
mission in Germany, which will not fail to have a far-reaching influence on the other
Western countries, too. I wish the Society full success in their great and noble enterprise.
Selfless effort to give the Dhamma to those who are most in need of it will be of great
blessing to those who give and receive ”.
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